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                  Concerning the Virtues
[bookmark: 55013011]« Finally, brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. »
(2 Cor 13, 11)

This Pauline exhortation finds an original resonance in the life and spirituality of the Servant of God Caroline Barbara Colchen who, during the  various stages of her life, walked with serenity and constancy the path of Christian perfection.

The Servant of God was born in Metz, France on April 8, 1829 in the bosom of a wealthy, aristocratic, and deeply religious family. She was baptized three days later. She grew up in this family atmosphere and received a good formation.  Although she did not enjoy good health, even as a child she demonstrated a distinct and lively personality. In 1841 she began her studies at the convent of the Visitation where she distinguished herself by a deep and sincere piety and by the irreproachable behavior towards her duties. She earned the trust of her teachers.

Privately, she wished to become a religious, but her spiritual director advised her to embrace marriage. Thus, in 1846 with the conviction that she was fulfilling God's will, she married Paul Carré de Malberg, her  cousin, and a career military of high rank. This position meant  Caroline was responsible for added tasks: besides her ordinary work as a wife,  she served as hostess at the gatherings her husband organized for his colleagues and their wives. Her rhythm of life was marked by prayer and the supervision of the household.  The Servant of God exercised these roles in a spirit of service and humility, avoiding any kind of vanity and worldliness.

Sadly, her husband, who was accustomed to a military mentality and discipline, became increasingly irascible, so much so that Caroline became ill exposed to this constant stress. Despite her weak health,  she had several pregnancies and gave birth to four children, three of whom died very young.  A son would die at twenty-nine. These sufferings tempered her faith and strengthened her spirituality. Deeply convinced of the sanctity of  her marital status, Caroline began offering her life for the salvation of her husband’s soul.

In addition to the many responsibilities as a wife and mother, the Servant of God received in her parlor the wives of military colleagues of her husband and occasionally gave them some spiritual advice. For herself, she searched  for a true spiritual director who could help her and advise her. In this context she met the priest Henri Chaumont.  With him, she formed a group of women who met regularly to deepen their faith  and expressed it by fulfilling the duties of their own state in life. As a reference point, they were inspired by the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, who gave specific advice on how to live the ‘Devout Life’ in the midst of the world. The group, which progressively grew in members, was called  the "Society of the Daughters of St. Francis de Sales" and eventually spread beyond France.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Following the spirituality of the Holy Bishop of Geneva, the Servant of God desired to become "one with Christ" through everyday events lived in the presence of the Lord. She was fed by the Eucharist and sustained by long periods of prayer. She urged their community to do the same. In different circumstances, she was always gentle in manner, but strong in decisions. During her spiritual journey she was  deeply committed to the service of her family. She always found strength in her faith to face difficulties and humiliations.  She had hope and the courage to move forward. She made charity the source of her daily decisions, even those which produced great suffering. Thus she traveled a path of continuing maturity in the Christian life to reach the heights of holiness. She lived a true quest for perfection in her marriage, in her demanding family life, as well as in the founding of the Association. With the passing of the years, there emerged within her a union between the physical and the spiritual motherhood, which earned her the title of  First Mother. She also played a significant role, both as inspiration and support, in the foundation of the Priests of St. Francis de Sales and the Catechist Missionaries of Mary Immaculate.

She constantly worked with Henri Chaumont to encourage and witness to the ideal of holiness in everyday life.  After a long illness, the Servant of God died piously at Lorry-les-Metz on January 28, 1891.

Because of her reputation for sanctity,  the  Ordinary Informative Process  was held at the curia of Metz from 1895 to 1898 and then in 1911-1912 two Apostolic Processes were held in Paris and Metz.  Their juridical validity was recognized by this Congregation with the decree of December 18, 1929. When the Positio [biographical summary] was prepared,  the question of whether the Servant of God cultivated the virtues in a heroic manner was discussed according to the norms during a session of Historic Consultants on March 6, 2001. On March 16, 2012,  a Particular Congress of Theologians was held with a positive conclusion.   With me Cardinal Angelo Amato , presiding, on May 6, 2014 the Cardinal Fathers and Bishops in Ordinary Session  declared that the Servant of God cultivated the theological, cardinal and associated virtues in heroic manner.

Finally, after an accurate report about all these facts was made to the  Holy Father Francis by the undersigned Cardinal Prefect, the Holy Father himself, ratifying the votes of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints,  declared today: that there is certainty about the theological virtues Faith, Hope and Charity, both toward God and toward neighbor, and in addition about the cardinal virtues Prudence, Justice, Temperance and Fortitude along with the virtues associated to them, in a heroic degree, of the Servant of God Caroline Barbara Colchen Carré de Malberg,  Wife and Mother and Foundress of the Society of the Daughters of St. Francis de Sales, in the cause and for the effect under discussion.

Moreover the Holy Father has ordered that this decree be made public and that it be recorded in the Acts of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.

Given in Rome on the 9th day of May in the year of the Lord, 2014

             ANGELUS Card. AMATO, S. D. B.
Prefect

+ MARCELLUS BARTOLUCCI
Titular Archbishop of  Mevania
Secretary

   The Latin original is the official text of this Decree. 
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